December 21, 2018

Dear Wire Donaldson,

I went 1o Syracuse Univeruty with Nicole Boulinger and Amvy Shapero. Amy and | were = 2
couple of classes. together in the Newhouse School of Publc Communications. She was a

pholography major and | wad print jourmalism, but we dide’t know each other all that N
Nicede and | met as freshumen, lved H*H.ﬂ‘ cal h
Band wm o

Nicole was tremendouily Lalented. | wish you towld have heard her g | oflen wosder what
her ke would have Baedv i if only effaivm didn'e Lake her from e 0 owas meredibly diflicts to

kose her a5 & redull of 1he bomibéng of Pan Am L03. Her precesun ide was cuf shary | casn neyer
fﬁlﬂmlﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂhhﬂﬂﬁﬂmm.ﬂﬂﬂ EaeE §5 e,

Today | wrode a special remembrance that | posted on Facebook, snd | wanted 10 share it with
you as well. | alvo wanted fo express my sincere thanks Tor knoking ot for Bath Nicole ard Amy
all these years. You dide't have [0 do it You did it armpaay, It matters 1o me, to my friends and
I'm sure o their Families. Thank you fram the Bottom of my heart. You will never understand
the value of the gift | received this week just knowing that you've been watching out for both of

eharn all of these voars,

I'mi sure the holidays will be over by the time you receive this, but I'm wishing you many
blessings this holidey sexson Bnd in (e coming e
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Svracuse at the time kiviea
where they were when [hey
heard the et of 3 plane
Boing down that had, among

the 259 passengers aboard, 15
Syracuse students wihio had
spent the semester studysng
abroad in Londan. If they were
still on campus that night, they
hawen't forgotten the
mpromptu vigil we all
attended in Hendricks Chapel.
Wie wsere IOy In SheECH TEEInE
comigert aral & PG s il
ekl Pt bEds. While Thene
WiEre wordy spnioen, §ears el
arel hags aoffered, | susnect all
of ws are $1W waiting 168 an
daplanatign that makes wenLye

After reading Sus’s message
early Wednesuday, my mind
didn’t even hawve time 1o refbect
on any of thode femonies
before my physical by
immediately became k. The
back and forth on messenger
with my friends helped calm
rrry stomach and rmy plan (o
wiit before | consurmed any news about the anniversary was RO longer an option.

[ thinki nfﬁtﬂ'lﬂrds*ﬁﬂﬂwmﬂmlhpﬁ'ﬂmldkhdﬂﬂﬂnkm! ;
mhmhiﬂlili::iw an image of the “Ma«d of the Seas” blown up from a bomb hidden inside a
radio cassette recorder, which was in a suitcase located in the fuman:l_ cargo hold, The story,
“Lockerbie: The town scarred by Pan Am flight 103" featured the storkes of several of ll!w.
town's residents: What they were doing right before the plane hl-ew up 31,000 feet uE in the
sky followed by what ensued for them after it crashed in the _n-udd'le of l.he_tﬂ-:m.. leaving 270
dead (including 11 on the ground in Lackerbie), wreckage, suitcases and grief in its wake.

It was Josephine Donaldson who stuck out to Sug, 50 ruch so that she contacted Craig 2
Williamsaon. the BBC journalist who wrote the story, in order 1o get hEF.H!ﬂf:E".i.i.. M-rs.. Donaldson
found a handbag lying in her garden. “| opened it up, and thH.'E wias this girl's 21st hlrl:dil"imn
cards,” she is quoted in the story as saying. “Her name was Nicole Boulanger, and she had



The plan s ba wail until afeer the holefays when | et oM fom work and dome of the
stressors of the holiday season were Behing ma. 1T wosald b passer That way and after W) years,

I g, theve wouldn't be arytheng
rarwy wrilben Rl | Gdn alneady ke

o hadn't siready resd

That was the plan anyway, The univene
rarely dddes by my plans. This year was
i e

Todey i the I0h anibeerian of M
Bombing of Pan Am gt 100, There
A1 & pear that poes by that | don’y

S e g elial Pl el O |
dary, #ven if By nf n e head. The
truithi iy chere aren'© a ot of days That @
bry mePeslea Tha] Brknowiedge meal
There are o e Fweniy al aler ul
fewdvier, For mee, the =1 ol [Errosism
that ocowmed o b swening of
Decemiber 71, 1988, changed me in
waarys. that are itill unfcdding. Terorem .
Toek H"rr':rrmr hﬂﬂdm!ﬁcﬂ iy ok @ e e e i = e | et e
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febow Syfacute Universily clisimaltes
and, 1 Fve come 10 realine over the e ek

years, & big chunk of my trust and certainly my
fnOLEnCe.

A, Few s ago, i.n.u-,]frm-u:llMuthﬁmhrﬂltﬁmﬂuﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂ_‘lrﬂ!ﬂt
BAC article to a firw of wi who leved on the saene Foor bogether that year. ~1 was reading it and
mumiﬂﬁﬂkﬂthﬂlﬂﬁlﬂﬂamﬁﬂﬂﬂlﬂhm#ﬂmm
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made rme happey ” Hicoe Boulanger, @ manacal theaber majar, had been sbudying in London
ot laid ptemeslion 2088 20l wak o this Pan A 100 fight that Decembar. — e
Anyone rage of thit b back in 15EE whin wit wene om the cusp
d1mm-$m:::ﬂ?:tﬁ Lok HE:.': miother mec#nse the news of her dpughners
death at Kennedy Alrpar in New York, Thide weren't oel phone videos or YouTube channals
hack then, 5tll, | can easily call up that rews clip im reey mingd., | Bear the screaming: "Ny Baby,
ity Babey.” | see a mother in anguish collipding on i Pl whike har husband tries despecately
ta chisdd her from the cameras capturing her darkest hour



21 on the 28tk October that year " When Mrs. Dasaldion turned an the i, she i Nicole's
rother o the floor of Kennedy Airpart. 1 juit it 50, 30 48d.” She leew right then that she
wecrlid 8 her best 10 look after Nicoke i whartever wary she ould

But | gesess Mirs. Donaibdson's work wasn't wet done. | think the univeris wanted to gve her 3
confeming rradge. She was part of a group of local wosnsen who st up a Rausdry to sort. wash
and #on dothes recovened from the wreckage, which they then maiched to owners and sent 10
Lt wictims” Families. There wars 50 meach work dor this amading group of volusteers. “home of
Ehat Bizceds tha podioe would ghe you, you just ded & on autopilol, others you maybe hid & wee
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They B oh DECErmE FRDOETERT o0 AL Oneaien Tee ikis P e
peal 30 prars on thedr berthdiy 3nd thee annkeedsiey 0l The bomdeng, W has put losen and @
cand in fhesr reemaoery ab B Pl 4E o Lckerese

mmwﬂmrmwmmmmmmmhamlm I we mael
mﬂniﬂﬂﬁduthprwhmumﬂnlnrmnhhm-nﬂwmmmm
hm:lndi'-rlhhmdupnﬂm-lﬂﬁdm w empeereenced wrsanny “OEACMIEREL”
much Bike the ane Mri. Donaldson did when she found the Belongings of two Syfstute shadenia
wha ibared the same Birthdary, and | Bave bien mazed by the kessons Uve learned along the

ey

ImmﬂﬂﬁmﬂﬂmMﬂrrﬂmmﬁmﬂﬂhﬂmﬂﬁlrﬂm
the sntire month of December without feeling that wet blanket of grief trying 1o suffocate me. |

Wlnﬂmmm.muuﬁnndmmhﬂﬁ.mﬂ
owe birthdiry, with family and friends and not feed the pull of that underlying sadnass. it was

ﬁr-hnﬁmﬂﬂluﬁuﬂnﬂ.MhlmpﬂﬂmmMpﬂn
mnm-ﬂhnmlmﬂuﬂﬂ:




Fmﬁmmmﬁmmmmmmmmmmlw i Locherbée
ipatiand, o1 e B0 times. $he contites 10 remember the lves of Card young women, bag
complebe strangers, wh itevally crashed into her workd on the darkest night of the year. That's
bt §lory, and, ke Sue, i A josephing Donaldson's part of this sty that ha in fact made me
hapgy. | Fortunate that See shared that bnk on Wisdnesday and that | had the Chanoe B2

2 ey el

Lecherbsr &b [Doagnian
-l oL EE
3 e 2 e PRl

Sametimes the uniaerse oilers us 3 confirming rudge. | certainly received mine this year. | am
gratetul.

—Raurler Pagandrea Tayicr
Decemiber 21, 2018





